The entire avifauna of the caves, with all possible identifications completed, now amounts to fifty-eight species. It comprises a few extinct forms but chiefly a large group of species still living. Some of this group are not, however, found in the region under present fauna1 and floral conditions. Pending a fully detailed report upon the birds from these caves, which will appear later in the Los Angeles Museum Publications, it seems desirable to list briefly at this time all species which we have found present. Thus may be placed on record many species heretofore unknown from prehistoric times, as well as additional information relative to changes in distribution.
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The entire avifauna of the caves, with all possible identifications completed, now amounts to fifty-eight species. It comprises a few extinct forms but chiefly a large group of species still living. Some of this group are not, however, found in the region under present fauna1 and floral conditions. Pending a fully detailed report upon the birds from these caves, which will appear later in the Los Angeles Museum Publications, it seems desirable to list briefly at this time all species which we have found present. Thus may be placed on record many species heretofore unknown from prehistoric times, as well as additional information relative to changes in distribution.
In the interim since the first of our material was collected, bird remains from a cave in Rocky Arroyo in the Guadalupe Mountains, "about fifty miles by road west and somewhat north of Carlsbad, New Mexico," have been reported by Wetmore (Condor, XXXIII If we hold to that definition of the term fossil which stipulates that the specimen must have come from a geologic. horizon earlier than the Recent, we can not positively term members of this group fossils. The exact age of the two Pyramid Peak caves is as yet undetermined. That they are Quaternary cannot be questioned. But whether late Pleistocene or earlv Recent is still a matter for consideration. The practical difficulties in delimiting Recent and Pleistocene deposits are often great, since the continuous laying down of materials from Pleistocene through Recent frequently is encountered when there is no evidence as to glaciation or other changes which could serve as guides to age.
In Shelter Cave the dust-like matrix has permitted of no distinction between the earliest and latest deposits except that the evidence of human occupation is confined to the fore part of the cave. In Conkling Cavern, however, the deposits are more or less stratified and there is a definite water-laid stratum separating the upper and lower layers in the cave. We are confident that at least the lower levels at Conkling Cavern are of Pleistocene age, and in all probability some of the remains in Shelter Cave were also laid down during the Pleistocene. However, there is some evidence indicating greater age for Conkling Cavern than for Shelter Cave. This is based upon the occurrence in the former cave of bones of Corugyps occidentalis in great numbers, while the modern Turkey Vulture, Catharles aurtr, is scarce, a condition which is paralleled in the Pleistocene deposits in California. In Shelter Cave, on the other hand, Corngyps is absent and Cathartes is the abundant form. In the case of the Pifion Jay, Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus, listed above, bones have been taken from deep levels in satisfactorily stratified Conkling Cavern deposits, and we are therefore convinced that this species may be added to the list of fossil North American birds.
From among the species in our list that still are living, evidences for changes in distribution should be especially mentioned. The Sage Hen has been recorded from the northern part of the state in earlier years (F. M. Bailey, Birds of New Mexico, 1928, p. 211) but never from southern New Mexico. Its presence in both Pyramid Peak caves is significant in contrast to its absence at Rocky Arroyo. On the other hand, at Rocky Arroyo the Prairie Chicken occurs. This latter species now has become more restricted in its distribution than formerly and is found to the eastward in Texas, although not long ago occurring in the Pecos River Valley of New Mexico. Cryptoglaux funerea is not known to occur south of Gunnison County, Colorado, today. The presence of the Plumed Quail, as reported by Wetmore, is important since this quail now extends eastward only as far as western Nevada. Interestingly, his report is confirmed by our identification of bones from Shelter Cave. The Magpie and the Caracara both are forms known today from southern New Mexico on the basis of extremely few records; the former now regularly occurs in northern New Mexico and the latter to the southward in Mexico and Texas Out of the entire assemblage of material from the caves, four extinct species have been detected. Two of these, Geococcyx conklingi and Pyelorhamphus molothroides, are peculiar to the cave faunas. The other two, Coragyps occidentalis, a vulture, and Urubitinga fragilis, an eagle, were first discovered in the Ranch0 La Brea Pleistocene asphalt deposits of California and later found in similar deposits at Carpinteria, in the same state. Th' 1s is the first instance of either species occurring outside of California.
It is indeed significant to find these extinct raptors ranging eastward in the past; this especially in view of the discovery of Teratornis, the gigantic Pleistocene vulture, in Florida (Wetmore, Smithsonian Misc. Coil., 85, no. 2, 1931, p. 26). The California Condor, which appears to be a somewhat more persistent member of the group of large-sized, waning raptors of Ranch0 La Brea, ranged with C. occidentalis and U. fragilis into New Mexico.
Its appearance in
